
SENIOR ENGLISH CPB 
MR. WHITEHEAD 

 
The goal of Senior English CPB is to improve 
basic skills in reading, writing, listening and 
speaking by conducting readings across multiple 
literary genres. Course readings will include 
fiction, poetry, drama, and nonfiction. Course 
work will involve the use of technology and 
other sources of information as some of the 
tools of learning. You will be expected to 
develop and practice analytical skills and to take 
intellectual and performance risks.  
 
One extended (4-7 pages) research paper will be 
due at the end of the first semester, but you may 
be asked to incorporate secondary sources in 
minor papers and projects as well. Classes will 
often focus on the process of writing: 
composition, drafting, revision, and editing. We 
will pay special attention to building vocabulary 
(Membean) and constructing varied and correct 
sentences. 
 
Other writing assignments may include 
responses to the readings, persuasive letters and 
essays, written reports, and personal narratives. 
 
Materials needed for the course: a 3-hole binder 
with loose-leaf; a writing folder (we’ll provide 
this and you’ll keep it in the classroom); pens, 
pencils, erasers, highlighters, network account, 
Turnitin account, Membean account. 
 
We expect you to arrive within the passing time and to 
settle down when we begin. We also expect strict academic 
honesty. All borrowed sources for any assignment must be 
properly cited. Plagiarism will result in a zero on the 
assignment; no exceptions. Rude or obnoxious behavior 
will not be tolerated. Stay in seats until the bell. Since 
mobile phones are the biggest distraction to learning, we 
will collect them at the start of each class. 

TENTATIVE UNITS OF STUDY 
 

● The Short Story 
● The Novel 
● Poetry 
● Drama 
● Nonfiction 
● Film studies 

 
POSSIBLE COURSE TEXTS 

 
● Assorted short fiction  
● The Things They Carried, O’Brien 
● Fahrenheit 451, Bradbury 
● Into the Wild, Krakauer 
● Assorted poetry 
● Trifles, Glaspell 
● A Streetcar Named Desire, Williams 
● Literature and criticism from journals 
● Other available texts as needed 

 
 
 
My e-mail address:  
 
gwhitehead@tenafly.k12.nj.us 
 
 

 

mailto:gwhitehead@tenafly.k12.nj.us


WHAT TO EXPECT 
 

CLASS ACTIVITIES 
 
We will spend much of our time reading, analyzing, and discussing literature. We will read most texts 
together as a class, sometimes us reading aloud, sometimes you reading aloud. We will almost always 
answer questions using Google Classroom. We will also use some class time to complete Membean 
training and quizzes, though most of your Membean work will be done at home. You will present 
some projects that you work on either in small groups or individually. In the third quarter there will 
be a poetry recitation assignment. 
 

PROJECTS 
 
The major writing project of the year is the Senior Research Paper. All seniors are required to 
write one. Last year we allowed students to write on a subject of their choice, and we will likely do 
the same this year. So, be thinking of a topic that interests you; you might even begin searching for 
books to read on the topic. 
 

HOMEWORK 
 
Most of the homework in the course will be in the form of responding to homework questions on 
the texts that we study. Other homework will include Membean and short writings. Advice: don’t blow 
off homework. It adds up and will hurt your grade. 
 

CLASS PARTICIPATION 
 
Class will be much more interesting if you are willing to speak and offer ideas. No thoughtful 
comment is insignificant or unwanted. Please dispense with shyness early on! We expect our 
discussions to be lively but civil. Any criticism directed at another person must be constructive and 
sensitive. It’s fine to disagree, but be polite about it. Be thoughtful in what you say. Think before 
you speak. Don’t speak just for the sake of speaking. But don’t be silent, either. 
 

PORTFOLIOS 
 
Each of you must maintain a folder in class wherein you keep all written work, tests, quizzes, and 
homework. We need to be able to examine your work at a moment’s notice, so please be diligent 
about maintaining your folder of work 
 

HOW TO GET A GOOD GRADE 
 
The way to get a good grade is to complete all assigned work (on time) and to the best of your 
ability. Pay attention to detail. Don’t submit work with glaring errors. PROOFREAD 
EVERYTHING! 
 
  



 

Grade Calculations for the Year 
 

   Q1  Q2  Q3  Q4 

Homework  20  15  15  15 

Quizzes  10  10  10  10 

Tests  20  15  10  10 

First Drafts of 
Writing 

25  20  20  15 

Revisions of 
Writing 

15  10  10  10 

Participation  10  10  10  10 

RP thesis     2       

RP First Draft     10       

RP Note cards     4       

RP Sources     4       

Recitation        5    

RP Final 
Revision 

      20  20 

Final Exam           10 

 


